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SOCIAL MEETINGS are held on the second Tuesday of each month at the Bankstown 
Sports Club, 8 Greenfield Parade, Bankstown, starting at 7.30 pm.  

ANSELL PARK is the Club’s Motorkhana Grounds located at 2 Percival Street, Clarendon, 
on the corner of Percival Street and Hawkesbury Valley Way. 

FIATFocus Magazine is available 

from the FIAT Club of New South Wales 

website. If you are after any of the 

issues from 2019 to the present just go 

to www.fiatclub.com.au,click on the 

‘Magazine’ tab and download  the 

magazine you are looking for. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in 

advertisements and articles published in 

this magazine are not necessarily those 

of the FIAT Club of NSW. 

FIATFocus acknowledgements; 

FIAT Focus is the monthly journal of the FIAT 

Club of NSW. It is issued  by email on the first 
Wednesday of each month . 
Many thanks to Ross Di Bartolo and Warren Smith for 
their contributions to this edition of Fiat Focus.  

Cover Photo;  We had a good response from 

Warren’s request for FIAT photos to be included on the 
cover of FIAT Focus magazine. Some of the photos will 
be showcased on the cover of the magazine over the 
next few month’s. This month, Peter Stanton's 
stunning 124 Spider takes the honours with a great 
shot of his classic while attending one of the Club’s 
Coffee Breaks..! 
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Historic Vehicle Use - always remember to carry the following 4 items; 1. Club Run - carry a 
"paper, not electronic" copy of the club calendar with the event listed, 2. Personal Use - fill in 

your RMS log sheet before you leave - as fines & points apply, 3. Certificate of Approved 
Operations (purple A5 sheet issued by the RMS), 4. FCNSW membership card - to confirm your 

financial status. 

OASIS RUN DETAILS 
The OASIS runs occurs on the first Tuesday of each month (note that there is no run in January and 
the November run occurs in the second week of the month to avoid clashing with the Melbourne Cup 
festivities). Details are not usually available until just before each event, however, consult the Club’s 
magazine or website for the HCRS permit number applicable to the event. 

ALL SUBJECT TO ANY RESTRICTIONS THAT MAY BE IN PLACE 

November 9th - REMEMBRANCE DAY RUN  (SECOND TUESDAY) , TO BE CONFIRMED 

December 7th - CHRISTMAS LUNCH. Sydney Inner West. Club Lunch. Waiting for confirmation.                             

DETAILS: Les Watton ph: 9838 8063  m: 0418 973 866. 

Please stay safe & healthy. Looking forward to being able to resume our outings. Regards, Les .                                                                                                                                                              

 

INVITED EVENTS 
East Hills Charity Car Show POSTPONED FURTHER TO Sunday 31 October (TBC) for details see flyer at the back of 
this magazine. 
Sunday October 24: Sydney Classic Bicycle Show (TBC). For details, go to - 

Sydney Classic Bicycle Show – Neo Cycling Club 
 

First Sunday of each month; Cars ’n’ Coffees at St Ives Showground - 8am to 11 am.  AFTER Sydney Covid re-
strictions have been lifted. 

DATE EVENT AND LOCATION 

October 2021 

Tues 5th Oasis Run TBC 

Tues 12th Social Meeting, Bankstown Sports Club, Cancelled 

Sat 16th - Sun 17th AROCA regularity relay - cancelled 

Sun 31st FIAT Club NSW Motorkhana Rd 7, TBC 

November 2021 

Tues 9th Social Meeting, Bankstown Sports Club - Cancelled 

Tues 9th Oasis Run - REMEMBRANCE DAY RUN  - TBA 

Sun 14th FIAT Club Coffee Break - The Bay Café & Grill, Carrs Park, TBC 

Sun 28th FIAT Club Coffee Break - Kokoda Café, Concord, TBC 

Tues Nov 30 -  Sun Dec 5 Bathurst 1000 and Motor Racing Festival. 

December 2021 

Tues 7th Oasis Run - Christmas Lunch 

 FIAT Club NSW Christmas Function CANCELLED 

http://neocycling.org.au/classic/
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CLUB COMMITTEE AND OFFICIALS 
 PATRON -  Mr Nat Zanardo OAM 

  PRESIDENT  -  Warren Smith ;   president@fiatclub.com.au;    02 9605 2301 / 0419 754 515 

 VICE PRESIDENT -  Murray Irwin;   vicepresident@fiatclub.com.au 

 SECRETARY -  Lorenzo Aventi;   secretary@fiatclub.com.au;    0425 374 014  

 TREASURER -  Susan Halliburton;   treasurer@fiatclub.com.au;    0413 184 148 

 COMPETITION SECRETARY -  Michael McGeorge  ;   competition@fiatclub.com.au;    0414 965 425 

 ASSISTANT COMP SECRETARY -  Martin Gallard;   assistcompetition@fiatclub.com.au  

 EDITOR -  Lorenzo Aventi;    editor@fiatclub.com.au 

 WEBMASTER -  Mark Weinberger;  webtech@fiatclub.com.au 

 MERCHANDISING -  Kevin Halliburton ;   merchandise@fiatclub.com.au;    0413 992 369 

  COMMITTEE PERSON - Adrian Sandrin;  committee1@fiatclub.com.au 

 PUBLIC OFFICER -  Warren Smith ;   publicofficer@fiatclub.com.au;    02 9605 2301 / 0419 754 515  

 HISTORIC PLATE REGISTRAR -  Richard Dalziel ; histrego@fiatclub.com.au; 02 9489 3553 / 0412 709 228 

 Historic Plates form postal address details are: 

 12 Page Ave, Wahroonga, NSW 2076 

 MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR -  Cheryl Sandrin ;   membership@fiatclub.com.au;     0417 283 107  

 SOCIAL EVENT CO-ORDINATOR -  Giovanni Ciampa ;   events@fiatclub.com.au;    0410 336 987   

 CMC DELEGATE  TBA 

 HONORARY AUDITOR -  Rebecca Gallard    

 ANSELL PARK CO-ORDINATOR -  Michael McGeorge  ;  Ansellpark@fiatclub.com.au;    0414 965 425,   

 FIAT CLUB LIBRARIAN -  Lorenzo Aventi ;   secretary@fiatclub.com.au 

Please direct all correspondence to: 

   THE FIAT CLUB OF NSW Inc. 
    PO Box 3034 Bangor NSW 2234 Australia 

 

BANKING DETAILS:   
Bank - National Australia Bank  (NAB) 
BSB 082-067  
Account 03 665 7020 
Account Name - FIAT Club of NSW Inc.  
                                       

SOCIAL MEETINGS  
Held at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of 
the month at the Bankstown Sports Club, 
8 Greenfield Parade Bankstown, NSW, 2200. 
 

ANSELL PARK is located at 2 Percival Street, 

Clarendon, on the corner of Percival Street and 
Hawkesbury Valley Way. 

  Tony Bray 

 Steve Gotch 

 Pauline Gotch 

 Doug Tory 

 John Godfrey 

 Warren Smith 

 Graham Mumby 

 Wal Glading 

 Alan Steele 

 Hank Breen 

 Ian Allison 

 Kevin  Halliburton 

 Susan Halliburton 

 Tony Studans        

 Wayne McGeorge 

 Michael McGeorge 

 Naomi McGeorge 

Life Members 
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VALE 1 
With much sadness I have to inform you that club 
member Tony Virgona passed away on the 9th of 
August following a fall at his house. Tony's health 
had been gradually deteriorating in recent years 
and he was unable to recover from the stress of 
the fall.  
The above information was emailed to us by his 
brother Tom and I have replied with condolences 
on behalf of us all.  Tony was 85. If you knew Tony 
and want to watch a YouTube video of his funeral, 
it is viewable here….     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C04a0Zi5PWU 

 
Tony came to 
many of our club 
coffee mornings 
with his yellow 
Fiat 500 but was 
a quiet man who 
just seemed to 
enjoy the 
company of 
fellow Fiat fans. 
He will be missed 
by us all I think. 
 
 
 
 

VALE 2 
I found out during the month that Maria Braid, 
long time club member and former wife of Life 
Member John Braid (dec.) owner of Ardita Spares, 
passed away in late August. 

The club offers sincere condolences to the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VALE 3 
We have also 
been informed 
by the Fiat Car 
Club of Victoria 
that one of their 
long-time 
members, Barry 
Ellis, passed 
away on 27th 
September. 
Barry was a 
regular at Fiat of 
Italy Cup events, 
even winning the Show’n’Shine in 2007 and was a 

Life Member of their club. 
I’d also like to note that I 
believe Barry was the 
man who made the 
beautiful timber box that 
the Fiat of Italy Cup is 
kept in. We offer our 
sincere condolences to 
Barry’s family and his 
many friends in the Fiat 
family. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C04a0Zi5PWU
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New Members 
A warm welcome to the following enthusiasts:  

Gentry Winters, Ian, Emma & Ethan Frank – 2010 Fiat 500S  

Joseph Lazzaro – 1974 Fiat 124 Special 

Marco Mazza - 1967 Fiat 500  

Angela Lee - 1981 Fiat X1/9 

The club is now paying for our own Zoom account 
and we will continue to use it for Committee 
Meetings in 2022 and we will also be trying some 
more Social Meetings in this way. Please note that 
there is no formal format, and they are just a chat. 
Partake of your favourite beverage at the same 
time if you like. They will be a good opportunity for 
you to ask questions about anything Fiat or club 
related.  
 
The Zoom meetings we 
have had so far have only 
attracted small numbers 
of members, but I put 
that down to short 
notice, so hopefully, if we 
put them into the 
calendar with plenty of 
notice, more of you will 
be able to join in! 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE 
Don’t forget that we are extending the current 
Membership Year by 6 months. That means you 
will not have to renew until 30 June 2022. 
 

///// 
 
At the current time the Concorso d’Eleganza is still 
scheduled for November 21st but I’m not sure if it 

will be viable under Covid restrictions, so watch for 
updates. 
 
Last month I asked for members to send in photos 
of their cars for publication in Fiat Focus. I was 
pleased to hear that Lorenzo has had a pretty big 
response and will be using these in future editions. 
 

///// 
 
CANCELLATIONS  
- Club Social Meetings for 
the rest of 2021 
- CMC Display Day which 
was scheduled for August 
15. New date will be in 
August 2022. 
 

///// 
 
By the way, in case there 

are readers who aren’t sure of what the term 
“VALE” means, it is actually Latin for “Farewell”. 
 
Warren Smith 
 
2021 President 
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The Fiat 127, released in April 1971, was based on the 

innovative design scheme of the Fiat 128 which had been 

released 2 years earlier. It had a front engine and front wheel 

drive, four-wheel independent suspension and front disc 

brakes.  

The transformation of Fiat's compact cars into modern models 

began rather quietly in the mid-1960s. 

The design scheme combining front 

engine and front-wheel drive was 

gaining ground among manufacturers, 

and in Italy it was introduced in 1960 

by engineer Antonio Fessia on the 

innovative Lancia Flavia. 

 

The Fiat technical team pushed for the 

FWD system, while managers feared 

that unforeseen technical problems might ruin the 

brand’s reputation. The risks involved in taking such a big step 

were daunting, both from an industrial point of view and in 

terms of the company's prestige. Therefore, in 1964, the first 

front-engine, front-wheel-

drive car launched within 

the Fiat galaxy was 

the Autobianchi Primula, 

introduced to the market as 

a “trailblazer”. Now that all 

barriers were down and 

doubts had been dispelled, 

the innovative Fiat 128 was 

presented in 1968. It was a 

medium segment car that 

joined, and later replaced, 

the glorious 1100. In 

addition to a front engine 

and front wheel drive, it 

also had a modern four-wheel independent suspension and 

efficient front disc brakes. 

 

Then, in 1971, it was time to present 

the successor of the 850 to the 

public. The Fiat 127 drew heavily 

from the excellent technology used in 

the 128: transverse engine coupled 

with front-wheel drive, independent 

four-wheel suspension and front disc 

brakes. The front-mounted engine 

was the same 903 cc four-cylinder 

one that powered the 850 Sport 

Coupé. With slightly less power than the latter, it proved to be 

strong, efficient and brilliant, also helping reduce the vehicle’s 

fuel consumption.  

The great success of the Fiat 127 was not only due to its 

technical innovations: the design also offered modern lines 

and solutions, extra room in the passenger compartment and 

in the spacious boot. Produced in three series in many 

countries, from Spain to South America, the 127 played a 

leading role on the global market for twenty years. 

The innovative design of the new Fiat 

utility car was the work of designer Pio 

Manzù, who designed a car with a 

slightly larger volume than the 

previous 850, but with a particularly 

spacious and bright interior. The new 

technical layout afforded more space, 

with four comfortable seats, and a 

larger boot, also due to the spare 

wheel being located in the engine 

compartment. In addition to its functionality, 

Manzù endowed the 127 with an original style, with 

innovative ideas such as the "clamshell" bonnet that partially 

enclosed the mudguards and the rectangular front headlights, 

another Fiat first.  

The market and the industry 

alike were immediately 

bowled over, and one year 

after its launch, like its big 

sister the 128, the 127 was 

voted Car of the Year. In 

1972 a hatchback version 

made its debut at the 

Geneva Motor Show.  

 

The Fiat 127 became a 

major player in the compact 

car market, not only in Italy 

but also abroad. Notably, 

sales of the two "cousins", the Fiat 127 and the Autobianchi 

A112, were mutually complementary. Similar in technical 

terms, they were differentiated not only by the larger 

dimensions of the Fiat, but also by the 

more sophisticated, refined and 

elegant trim levels offered on the 

A112. Closely related, the two utility 

vehicles would go on to share the 

most important slice of the market 

segment, especially at home. In Italy, 

the 127 became the ultimate family 

car, following in the footsteps of the 

600, while the A112 attracted young drivers and the 

newly empowered female motorist, also becoming a perfect 

solution as a "second car".  

Continued next page ... 

FIAT 127 – 50th ANNIVERSARY 

Autobianchi Primula 

Autobianchi A112 

FIAT 127 - series 1 
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In 1974, the 127 Special was released, with a more refined 

interior and more accurate bodywork. The grille featured a 

new design and the bumpers were finished with a rubber 

profile. On the sides, to emphasise the lines, steel mouldings 

with rubber inserts 

appeared to protect the 

bodywork. In the 

interior, the steering 

wheel and the entire 

dashboard were 

transformed, with a 

bigger focus on the 

finishes. In terms of 

functionality, it 

featured a backup light, 

electric windscreen 

washers, intermittent 

windscreen wiper and a 

two-speed fan.  

 

In July 1976, the four-

door version - based on the Special 

trim - appeared in Italian price lists, 

produced by Spanish manufacturer 

Seat, which made Fiat cars under 

licence. 

 

In 1977, the second series of the 127 

broke on to the scene, sporting a 

number of new features that enhanced 

the model’s lines with an even more 

modern feel. These included the 

bonnet, radiator grille, 

front and rear lights and 

bumpers; the side 

window at the rear was 

aligned with the front 

one. Echoing the success 

of the Special version, the 

range of interior finishes 

was extended to include 

additional trims, and the 

collaboration with Seat 

also heralded the arrival 

of the 4 and 5-door 

versions. The glorious 903

-cc engine was joined by a 50-hp 1050-cc engine 

manufactured at the Fiat plants in Brazil. In 1978, the Fiat 127 

Sport was launched, with the 1050 engine increased to 70 

horsepower. The sporty car followed in the footsteps of its 

ultra-popular cousin, the Autobianchi A112 Abarth: it was 

characterised by bold colours ranging from orange to black, 

two plastic spoilers - one under the front bumper and one at 

the end of the roof - and a sports steering wheel, dashboard 

and seats. 

 

At the beginning of the 

1980s, Fiat’s Brazilian 

plants, where a more 

spartan version for the 

local market was 

produced and 

reinforced to suit South 

American roads, 

exported the 127 

Rustica, 

the Panorama family 

car and the Fiorino, a 

compact commercial 

vehicle, to Europe. A 

small Diesel 1300 

engine with 45 hp was 

also fitted to the same body. 

 

The great success of the Fiat Ritmo, 

which replaced the 128 at the 

beginning of the 1980s, influenced 

the styling of the third series, which 

made extensive use of plastic resin in 

the wraparound bumpers that also 

framed the headlights, and in the new 

side protectors. On the technical 

front, the engine of the Sport was 

boosted in terms of 

displacement and power 

(1300 cc and 75 hp) while 

a 5-speed gearbox was 

introduced for some 

versions. The European 

life cycle of the 127 

ended in 1987, having 

been the best-selling car 

in Europe for six years in 

a row, from 1973 to 

1978. Some argue that 

the 127 was such a huge 

success - with almost 8 

million cars produced worldwide until the early 1990s – and 

that Fiat had to create two cars to replace it: the 

versatile Panda and the innovative Uno, both of which became 

best sellers.                              (Article prepared by Warren Smith)... 

FIAT 127 – 50th ANNIVERSARY 

Seat 127 4-door from Spain 

FIAT 127 - series 2 

FIAT 127 - series 3 
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This month we show another selection of  FIAT promotional photos  from 
the past. Towards the latter part of the 1950s, FIAT continued with an 
offering of six-cylinder cars, but much more modern looking with the 
“Farina” style of high fenders and fins with stacked tail lights which also 
influenced designs for Peugeot and BMC (amongst other) vehicles. 

This month we showcase FIAT photos of the large FIAT 1800 six cylinder 
sedan. 

Old FIAT Publicity Photographs 



 

October 2021 FIAT Focus Page 11  

Old FIAT Publicity Photographs 
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Given I was stuck at 
home during 
COVID I decided to 
dismantle and 
rebuild the Fiat 
600D (767cc) 
engine I had sitting 
in my garage. 

After a good clean 
(inside and out) 
plus a paint job, the 
engine looks great. 

It is not yet a 
runner since I 
didn’t have a water 
pump, generator or 
most importantly a 
600 distributor (the 
distributor in the 
photos is from a 
903) but still a nice 
display piece. 

 When I took the 
piston and conrods apart to clean and inspect them, I noticed 
that one of the pistons had the "front" label in the 
opposite direction to the other 3 so I changed it to match. 

After installing all the pistons, I turned the crank and it locked 
after a 1/4 rotation. Looking in the bottom end I could see the 
conrods were touching the cylinder edge. 

Measuring the wrist pin I could see that it is offset hence the 
piston has to go in the right way around. 

"front" on the piston needs to be toward the front of the 
engine which is toward the back of the car. This wouldn't be 
confusing in a front engine car or even an east west mounted 
engine but it caught me out. 

Anyhow a trap for young players, take photos as you go and 
don’t assume the previous person assembled the engine 
correctly. 

 Also, the big end of the 600 engine is split at 45deg to the 
conrod while for the larger (903cc and 1050cc) engines it is 

split at 90 
deg. 

I guess the 
bore is so 
small that the 
big end would 
be too wide 
pass when 
installing the 
piston from 
the head end 
if it were not 
at 45 deg. 

 

I started 
looking at the 
spare 
damaged 
600D gearbox 
I have. 

Looks like the 
reverse gear 
set is 

completely stuffed but I can’t see any other damage to input or 
output gear sets. 

The broken teeth were found stuck to the magnetic drain plug. 

 I can buy a new gear for about $100 delivered. 

It looks easy enough to replace.                    Ross Di Bartolo 

 

Rebuilding a FIAT 600 Motor - a Covid Activity! … 
Ross Di Bartolo is a long-time FIAT Club member with a very sweet 600D that motors along very nicely. Ross also con-
tributes a couple of interesting articles each year about his travels and engineering exploits.  This month, while I have 
been putting together paper models of FIAT cars, Ross tells us about rebuilding the engine from his FIAT 600. (ed) 
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Jottings and Gossip,  

Thanks to the members who sent in photos of their cherished  

FIATs to be considered for the cover of FIAT Focus. It is great to 

see the fine vehicles owned by you which, hopefully, we may be 

able to see at an event soon. I received  some great photos that 

will provide some magazine front pages for the rest of the year. 

This month, Peter Stanton provided many great shots and the 

cover photo  was chosen not only because it shows a classic 124 

Spider, but also because it is taken at one of the Club’s social 

Coffee Breaks (which hopefully we can start attending again in 

the near future). One of Peter’s photos that was also considered 

for the cover is his “bird’s eye view” of  his spider which is 

presented in the “Back End” section of this magazine. We have 

some very fine photos to include in later editions of FIAT Focus, 

but don’t be shy, feel free to submit photos of your classic FIAT to 

the editor or on Facebook so that we can showcase it.  

The annual Bathurst 1000 motor race has had to make  number 

of date changes over the past couple of years. As the magazine 

publishes the dates for the event in its calendar, I feel that I 

should highlight that the date has changed on numerous 

occasions for 2021. As many of our members are interested in 

the event, I want to highlight that the latest information is that 

the Bathurst 1000 will be held  from Tuesday November 30 to 

Sunday December 5. There will be a lot more than just the V8 

Supercars running for the week. Details can be found at  

Repco Bathurst 1000 - Supercars  

Sadly,  a number of well known Club Members have passed 

away in recent months (please refer to the President’s Report). 

Those members who have attended the many events the FIAT 

Clubs has organised over the past years have very likely met 

these souls who have had the same passion for FIAT and all things 

motoring and have very likely enjoyed a chat with our recently 

departed friends. 

The FIAT Club of New South Wales offers its condolences to the 

families who have lost their loved one who was also part of our 

FIAT Club family. 

The list of FIAT Club life members is published each and every 

month at the front of FIAT Focus. Life membership is awarded to 

a member who has contributed significantly to the success of the 

club by volunteering their personal time to ensure the efficient 

running of the club through its administration as well as its social 

and sporting endeavours. To recognise all the individuals who 

have received life membership, whether they 

are currently with us or otherwise, a list is 

provided on the next page. Many of the 

names are familiar, others less so, however, I 

am sure that if you were to ask what their 

contribution was to the Club you may find a 

most interesting story would unfold. 

I started this edition of Jottings and Gossip 

appreciating the  photos of member’s cars 

submitted to the editor or through Facebook. You know that this 

is your magazine and I am happy to receive and consider for 

publishing any photos or articles on your car. An article can be as 

simple as a photo with a couple of written lines on the vehicle, or 

it can run to one , two or three pages. I know it can take some 

time to do, but it is also  very satisfying to see an article about 

your car in the FIAT Club magazine. 

Below are a few of the photographs received by to the editor or 

posted to the Club’s Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Con Catena’s award winning 124 Spider 

Luca Bartolomei’s pair of baby FIATs 

Dave Filipetto sent in a photo that includes his 124 
Sport and  Abarth Spider  

Robert & Bernadette Mihalic’s 127 Joe Catena’s 131 

https://www.supercars.com/repco-bathurst-1000/


 

October 2021 FIAT Focus Page 15  

 

 

NAME DATE ELECTED CURRENT? Comments 

Mrs Gladys Channon Dec.'54 No Foundation Member 

Miss Margaret McIntyre Oct.'55 No Foundation Treasurer 

Mr George Simmonds Feb.'56 No, 1962 Foundation Secretary 

Miss Pat Fletcher Jan.'58 No Foundation Member 

Mr Adrian Phillips Mar.'59 No, Aug 1983 Foundation President 

Mr Ted Ansell  b.23/7/1889 Nov.'61 No, Nov 1979 Foundation Vice President 

Mrs Nancy Simmonds Nov.'62 No   

Mr Tony Bray Dec.'64 Yes   

Mr John Godfrey Nov.'71 Yes   

Mr John Maude Nov.'71 No, Nov 2017   

Mr Peter Minett Nov.'73 No   

Mr Colin Crampton Nov.'75 No   

Mr John Braid Apr.’79 No, Jan 2018   

Mr Wal Glading Nov.'80 Yes   

Mr Eric McDonald Nov.'81 No, Mar 1984   

Mr Hank Breen Nov.'82 Yes   

Mr Steve Gotch Nov.'85 Yes   

Mr. Thomas Hay Feb.’98 No, Dec 2019   

Mr. Warren Smith Feb.’98 Yes   

Mr. Christopher Davis Feb. 99 No, Mar 1999   

Mr. Alan Steele Feb.‘00 Yes   

Mrs. Pauline Gotch Feb.’02 Yes   

Mrs. Leonie Steele Feb.’06 No, June 2012   

Mr. Graham Mumby Feb.’07 Yes   

Mr. Douglas Tory Feb.’08 Yes   

Mr. Ian Allison Feb.’09 Yes   

Mr. Anthony Studans Feb. ‘11 Yes   

Mr. Kevin Halliburton Feb. ‘15 Yes   

Mrs. Susan Halliburton Feb. ‘15 Yes   

Mr. Wayne McGeorge Feb. ‘19 Yes   

Mr. Michael McGeorge Feb. ‘19 Yes   

Mrs. Naomi McGeorge Feb. ‘19 Yes   

LIFE MEMBERS 
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FIAT NEWS 
Lancia Delta: CEO confirms 

hatchback's return 
By  Derek Fung,  carexpert.com.au 

One of Lancia's best-known nameplates, 
Delta, is set to return this decade on a new 
electric vehicle. 

One of the most storied names in the 
automotive pantheon is set for a revival, 
but the new model will be noticeably more 
quiet than previous generations. 

Luca Napolitano, Lancia’s CEO, told Corriere 
Della Sera, “Everyone wants Delta and it 
can’t be missing from our plans. 

“It will return and it will be a true Delta: an 
exciting car, a manifesto of progress and 
technology. And obviously it will be electric.” 

The new Delta will likely be based on the 
STLA Medium EV architecture, which 
supports batteries capable of up to 700km of 
driving range. 

Earlier this year, Stellantis announced Lancia, 
Alfa Romeo and DS would be classified as its 
premium brands, and be given necessary 
funding if they could come up with 
a credible 10-year plan. 

All three brands have committed to 
going all electric. DS will be fully 
electric by 2024, Lancia should be 
by 2026, and Alfa Romeo’s 
switchover is due to be complete in 
2027. 

Future Delta models will be 
designed for “a more modern and 
European customer”, and targeted 
towards men with a “higher average 
age”. 

It’s unclear when the new Delta will 
be launched, as the brand’s first 
priority is a replacement for the Ypsilon, and 
that’s due to go on sale in 2024. 

The third-generation Ypsilon is currently the 
brand’s only model. Closely related to 
the Fiat 500, the third-generation Ypsilon 
was launched in 2011 and has been given 
two facelifts since then. 

It’s currently only sold in Italy, where its 
sharp pricing has seen it regularly top the 
sales charts. 

In order to expand beyond Italy, Lancia will 
look to online sales, as well as leveraging DS 
and Alfa Romeo dealerships in major 

European cities. 

There have been three generations of the 
Delta, but the most famous is the first, which 
not only had a clean boxy body designed by 
Giorgetto Giugiaro, but formed the basis of 
the rally-bred HF Integrale models, complete 
with a turbocharged engine, all-wheel drive, 
and purposefully bulging fenders. 

In Evoluzione II guise, the Delta had a 
158kW/314Nm 2.0-litre turbocharged four-
cylinder engine, permanent all-wheel drive, 
and 16-inch alloy wheels. 

The Delta nameplate was last seen on the 
third-generation model, which was 
discontinued in 2014. 

A more upscale relation to the Fiat Bravo/
Ritmo, the third-generation Delta was sold as 
a Lancia in Europe and as a Chrysler in the UK 
and Ireland. 

Abarth 595 Scorpioneoro 
arrives 
From Carsales.com.au 

Limited-edition pint-size black and gold hot 
hatch lands Down Under 

The latest special-edition based on the 
Abarth 595, which is itself based on the 
recently rejigged Fiat 500 micro-car that was 
superseded by the new all-electric Fiat 500e 
in Europe last year, has arrived in Australia. 

Limited to just 2000 vehicles globally, the 
Abarth 595 Scorpioneoro is now available 
Down Under, where just 30 examples will be 
offered, priced at from $31,450 before on-
road costs. 

That’s around $4500 more than the three-

door Abarth 595 ($26,990 plus ORCs) 
on which it’s based, but $1500 less than 
the upcoming Abarth 595 Competizione 
(from $36,950) and well short of the 
$45K Abarth 695 70th Anniversario 
edition released last year. 

The Abarth 595 Scorpioneoro shares its 
1.4-litre four-cylinder turbo-petrol 
engine with those models but produces 
slightly higher outputs at 121kW of 
power (+14kW) and 230Nm of torque 
(+24Nm) thanks to its larger Garrett 

turbo. 

The front-wheel drive Italian city-hatch 
comes with a five-speed manual gearbox as 
standard but can also be had with a five-
speed Dualogic automatic transmission for 
another $2150. 

Abarth says the 595 Scorpioneoro will sprint 
from zero to 100km/h in 7.3 seconds (7.4sec 
for the auto), before going on to a top speed 
of 218km/h. 

Said to be inspired by the A112 Abarth ‘Gold 
Ring’ of 1979 – of which just 150 units were 
produced – the 595 Scorpioneoro brings a 
host of similar touches, including perhaps the 
most obvious exterior styling cue: gold 17-
inch alloy wheels with scorpion centre caps. 

A gold exterior trim line extends across the 
entirety of the gloss-black hatchback, while 
exclusive badging, a matte-black chequered 
flag roof, tinted windows, ‘Tar Cold Gray’ 
trim elements (door handles, mirror caps and 
bumpers) and a large scorpion emblem on 
the bonnet finish off the look. 

Inside, new ‘Scorpionflage’ sports 
seats come trimmed in black 
leather, while the head restraints 
feature ‘scorpioneoro’ lettering. 
Elsewhere, the interior features a 
matte-black dash, as well as a 
numbered gold plaque on the 
centre console. 

The Abarth 595 Scorpioneoro also 
features a premium Beats audio 
system, while carryover equipment 
includes a dual sports exhaust 
system, climate control, Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto, 
navigation and LED daytime 
running lights (DRLs). 

“Abarth collectors will relish the opportunity 
to get their hands on this attractive special 
edition Abarth 595 Scorpioneoro, an 
authentic representation of the brand’s 
racing heritage,” said Abarth Australia 
marketing director, Tom Noble. 

“A spirited driver’s car with its manual 
transmission and punchy engine, we now 
have a visual guise that truly reflects the 
character of Abarth, complete with 
numbered golden heritage scorpion badging 
making it an authentic collectible for 

enthusiasts.”  
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FOR SALE - Expression of interest! 

Fiat 500 Topolino Station Wagon 

Circa 1950s  

Colour - Green  

Chassis - Station wagon 

Engine No. 461994 

Chassis No.  458247 

Mileage 83086 

The family have owned the Fiat since the early 1970s and it is now time 

to find a new owner 

The body work and interior are still in reasonable condition. The soft 

top roof is in good condition.  

Unfortunately, from lack of use, we believe that the motor has seized 

and is in need of some love and attention. 

We are hoping that this may interest a member of the Fiat club and we 

can find it a new home.  

We are located on the lower north shore of Sydney.   

If you are interested in having a look and perhaps making an offer,  

please call Luke on 0411146967. 
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FOR SALE - 2 x NIKI 

Forget tickets to raffles for exotic cars you know you will never win, here's the one you really don't want to miss! 
I have two non barn find Niki FSM's for sale, only listing here for FCNSW members as a first opportunity over others. Just 
imagine the incredible coffee run car you could make. 

The white car is a very straight shell, with some fairly minimal rust repairs required. It does need a new floor pan due to more 
extensive rust, which is very easy to get out of Europe. 

The red car is a running car, and drives around without problem. Jiggle the keys the right way and it can even drop a backfire 
to rival the car from Uncle Buck. Unfortunately it had small accident and fell over. You might be able to fix the damage, that's 
more up to your skill set. Maybe you know a guy who knows a guy that can do it.  
If I had the time I would build up a new body with the white one, and then move all the mechanicals across once completed. 
Personally, that's the better option here. 

Boxes of parts come with the package, sunroof is in excellent condition. I dare say I even have a spare windshield I can kick in 
for free.   No time wasters or tyre kickers, I know what I have here!  

Shoot me a message, make me a crazy offer, its all gotta go and its got your name on it. I can even possibly help with transport 
provided you don't live somewhere on the other side of earth.    Lets make a deal, lets do this! 

Contact Martin Gallard  martin@calcoup.com.au 
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Wanted 
FIAT 125 Special, Series 2. Would prefer a complete, original 
example, however, all vehicles may be considered including cars 
that may require some work. (05/21) 
Contact Anthony Suttor  on 02 6366 0138.  

FOR SALE 
Selling a blue FIAT Punto sport 1.9L turbo diesel;  2007 Fiat Punto Sport, multi- jet 1.9L diesel FIAT Punto 
Sport is a well presented and maintained car 2 owner with 121,675 km. Perfect first car / city car regis-
tration to February 22 Message me for my info or photos .  (09/21) 

Contact Robert Polito -       Email: rp.polito11@gmail.com          Mob:  0474 101 466  

mailto:rp.polito11@gmail.com
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Specialising in FIAT, Lancia, Niki, Alfa Romeo. 
Maintenance, Repairs, Performance Enhancements. 

Road, Race & Rally.  Since 1965 

Phone : 02 4636 6477 
Email :  ross@fiatorque.com.au   or   

continental@fiatorque.com.au 

135 Donalds Range Rd,   Razorback NSW 2571 
Website:  www.fiatorque.com.au/ 

mailto:ross@fiatorque.com.au
mailto:continental@fiatorque.com.au
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FIAT Club NSW Library 
The FIAT Club of New South Wales LIBRARY 

has a range of FIAT and general interest 

themed motoring books, magazines and 

workshop manuals available to members 

to borrow. A list of publications is included 

on the Club’s website at     

https://www.fiatclub.com.au/copy-of-club

-regulations.  

Contact the Club Librarian at 

Secretary@fiatclub.com.au for details.  

Advertising with the FIAT Club 
Package 1  @ $100 a year 
 Quarter page in FIAT Focus club magazine. 

 Small logo on the FIAT Club website. 

 Post about your business on the FIAT Club NSW Facebook group 4 times a calendar year. 

 You can also reply to comment suggesting to use your business if relevant . 

Package 2  @ $150 a year 
 Half-page in FIAT Focus club magazine. 

 Medium logo on the FIAT Club website. 

 Post about your business on the FIAT Club NSW Facebook group 8 times a calendar year. 

 You can also reply to comment suggesting to use your business if relevant. 

Package 3  @ $200 a year 
 Full page in FIAT Focus club magazine. 

 Large logo on the FIAT Club website. 

 Post about your business on the FIAT Club NSW Facebook group 12 times a calendar year. 

 You can also reply to comment suggesting to use your business if relevant. 

Contact the editor to place your advertisement. 

Please direct all correspondence to: 
   THE FIAT CLUB OF NSW Inc. 

    PO Box 3034 Bangor NSW 2234 Australia 
 

BANKING DETAILS:   
Bank - National Australia Bank  (NAB) 
BSB 082-067  
Account 03 665 7020 
Account Name - FIAT Club of NSW Inc.  
                                       

SOCIAL MEETINGS  
Held at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of the month 

at the Bankstown Sports Club, 8 Greenfield Parade 
Bankstown, NSW, 2200. 
 

Historic Vehicle Registration Scheme 
Postal address and contact details for the 
FCNSW - Historic Plates Registrar; 

Richard Dalziel 
12 Page Ave Wahroonga NSW 2076 

P: 02 9489 3553 
M: 0412 709 228 

E: histrego@fiatclub.com.au 

Advertising rates for ClassiFIATs;  
Club Members-free.   
Non Members $10 for 30 words and photo,  
Items wanted—free. ClassiFIATs are run for 
three editions. Contact the Editor or any 
member of the committee to place an ad. 
 

EGROUP:  Available to members wishing 

to receive emailed information from the 
Club and other Members; 

members@fiatclub.com.au 
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FIAT Club of New South Wales 

Website:   

www.fiatclub.com.au 

FIAT Club of New South Wales 

Facebook:   

facebook.FiatClub.com.au 

 

youtube.fiatclub.com.au   

FIAT Club of New South Wales Social Media 

The FIAT Club of New South Wales  social media 

sites can now be accessed by scanning the QR 

code shown below instead of typing the address. 

Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Tube 

http://youtube.fiatclub.com.au/
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FIAT books available from the FIAT Club Library. 
The Fiat Club has a range of books, including histories, memoirs and workshop manuals, available for free loan 
to club members. Contact the editor (editor@fiatclub.com.au) or the secretary  (secretary@fiatclub.com.au) 
for details. A full list of books available from the FIAT Club library can be found at; 

https://www.fiatclub.com.au/copy-of-club-regulations.  



 

October 2021 FIAT Focus Page 24  

The Back End—a bird’s eye view of Peter Stanton’s stunning 124 Spider. 
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If Undeliverable please return to FIAT CLUB of NSW Inc. 

P.O. Box 3034, Bangor, NSW 2234 
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